marriages. In England and Wales, this will mean contacting the
local Registrar to receive the necessary permissions and
paperwork. In Scotland, premises are not registered, but
Managing Trustees will still need to give their consent forthe
use of Methodist buildings.

5. How will this affect ministers?
Presbyters and deacons will not be forced to conduct
marriages of same-sex couples. However, they will be asked to
act pastorally toward any couple who seeks marriage and to
put them in touch with the Chair of the District who will
provide them with information and support.

In terms of stationing, there will not be special provision made
in the process, but this may form part of the overall profile of
an individual minister or church.

6. Will I be forced to change my mind?
No one is being forced to change their view. These proposals
ask all Methodists to recognise that we live in a diverse church.
All' of us are being asked whether we can live with people with
whom we disagree and who will act in different ways to us
because of their differing convictions.

Here’s what they voted on:

A. principles or qualities of good relating:

That ‘all significant relationships should be built on self-giving
love, commitment, fidelity, loyalty, honesty, mutual respect,
equality and the desire for the mutual flourishing of the people
involved.’

B. understanding of cohabitation:

That the Church ‘recognises that the love of God is present within
the love of human beings who are drawn to each other, and who
enter freely into some form of life-enhancing committed
relationship with each other’. This can include cohabitation and
the Church should point to the presence of God in such
relationships and encourage commitment.

- Understanding of Marriage

That everyone, whether or not a member, is welcomed to
enquire about an intended marriage in any of our places of
worship. ‘The Methodist Church believes that marriage is a
covenant relationship between two people, within God's
covenant of love with them. Through it, they may experience,
explore and express God'’s gracious love.’

‘The Methodist Church believes that marriage is an exclusive
relationship, freely entered into with a life-long intention of
uniting two people in body, heart, mind and soul in ways that are
appropriate to each partner.’

- Amending Standing Orders

011A Marriage (1) The Methodist Church believes that marriage
is given by God to be a particular channel of God’s grace, and
thatitis in accord with God's purposes when a marriage is a life-
long union in body, mind and spirit of two people who freely
enter it. Within the Methodist Church this is understood in two
ways: that marriage can only be between a man and a woman;
that marriage can be between any two people. The Methodist
Church affirms both understandings and makes provision in its



