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Dear Friends, 

Every cloud has a silver lining, they say. During our time off last week, we made a number 

of day trips to see family and friends (socially distanced, of course), including one to 

Devon during which we also had another look at our new home for next year.  It was a 

great day – until an hour into the drive back, when my car started juddering and lights on 

the dashboard started flashing. Not what you want when doing 70mph on the M5. 

 

Instead of getting home around 6.30pm and having a nice relaxing evening, we arrived 

about 11.15pm, having deposited the car at a garage which we hoped would fix it for us 

in the morning.  It ended up being several days before it could be done, and the bill was 

considerable, but I finally picked my car up yesterday. 

 

However, there are many things in this story to be grateful for. I have RAC membership, 

which included bringing us and the car home.  Despite the waiting around (an hour and a 

half by the side of the motorway, then another hour or so at a service station), we got 

home safely. Nobody was hurt!!  The car has been fixed, and we could afford to pay the 

bill.  We have another car, so the delay in repairing it did not impinge on our plans for the 

rest of the week.  It was an inconvenience, but could have been so much worse. We have 

much to be grateful for. 

 

When I think about the impact of the pandemic to this point, the same is true.  Yes, it has 

been challenging. We have missed seeing friends and family, we have not been able to 

see plays and concerts that we otherwise would, many of our off-duty relaxations are 

shelved and our holiday plans scuppered (and we don’t know when we will feel 

comfortable booking anything), and it continues to be demanding and draining to navigate 

this unfamiliar landscape.  There have been sleepless nights and times of struggle, and 

I’m sure there will be more.  But we are still here. We haven’t been ill, and no-one in our 

immediate circle of family and friends has died or suffered long-term consequences.  

We’ve had to work differently – but we haven’t had to juggle working from home with 

home schooling and our income has not been affected.  There is much to be grateful for. 

 

Meanwhile, the end is not yet in sight.  How long will this limbo time last? We don’t know.  

Will there be a packed candle-lit carol service in December?  We don’t know.  How many 

of the shops and businesses in Warwick will still be trading come January?  We don’t 

know. Will anyone reading this letter become another coronavirus statistic? We don’t 

know. 

 



Uncertainty, for most people, is hard to deal with. We feel more comfortable when we 

know what to expect, even if what we expect is unpalatable. However, if this situation 

teaches us anything, it is that there is much over which we are powerless. For all our 

science and technology, the world we know has been hamstrung by a tiny microscopic 

strand of RNA. Eventually, things will rebalance – but we don’t know when, and we don’t 

know what it will look like when it does. 

 

What is true of society at large is also true of the church. As we wait for the new shape to 

emerge, we are uncomfortable.  But we are not powerless – we have a voice, we have an 

influence and we have choices about what we want the new face of the church to be.  

 

Some of the silver linings in the pandemic have included the care which people have 

shown for their neighbours and the ways in which many of us have learned to do new 

things we had not previously considered either desirable or necessary.  The disruption to 

our routine has also forced us to re-evaluate what is most important in our lives. Will we 

continue to live from those lessons?  Will we be open and generous and welcoming when 

the doors open again?  For the past four months we have been doing and being church 

outside the building – will we be able to maintain that, once the building is accessible to 

us? 

 

I am grateful to those of you who have expressed appreciation both for these letters and 

the circuit worship resource – thank you. A few, however, have voiced concern over the 

cost of sending out the weekly bulletin.  Please allow me to reassure you.  The church and 

circuit operate, as they always have, on a donation model. People give what they feel is 

right to the church, as part of their devotion to God, and that money is used by those 

charged with that responsibility in order to promote the Kingdom of God and the message 

of God’s love in whatever ways seem appropriate. The Circuit Leadership Team are 

convinced that providing printed communications and worship resources by post is the 

right response in the current circumstances, and it will continue for the foreseeable future. 

The cost of this is being borne from the Circuit budget – which, in turn, is funded by the 

income of Circuit churches.  Those who normally put cash in the collection, either in an 

envelope or not, may wish to contact the church treasurer to discuss giving either by 

cheque or standing order.  Please do not post cash, as we do not have a proper system of 

accountability to deal with this. 

 

So, another week comes and goes, with its own challenges and delights. What are you 

grateful for this week?  What can you do to support and encourage others? 

 

Keep safe; keep caring; keep praying. 

Barbara 
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